
                 
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
4/28/17 
 
Reminder:  Spring Break is next week although I am sure your student has reminded 
you.  Enjoy your break! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■   - 8th Grade:  Izzy Gonzalez & Shahyan Hansia 
★ Yearbook order forms can be found in the Friday Post webpage and in the main 

office. 
★ 8th Grade has their Outward Bound Camping Trip next week.  Students who are 

not attending are expected to attend school.  There will be academic work and 
leadership opportunities for 8th graders who opted out of the camping trip. 

 
Science 
7th and 8th Grade - MAP testing was this week leaving a small amount of 
time for core classes although students did learn the basics of giving CPR. 
Students will be required to shown the ability to perform CPR by the time 
they graduate high school so it was a great introduction.  
 
7th Grade - This week, students took Wednesday to learn more about 
genetics and making a Punnett Square.  Thursday, they took a quiz which 
showed their ability to determine genetic traits and the probability of 
receiving either dominant or recessive genes. 
 
8th Grade - The 8th grade finished their look at the Periodic Chart, how it is 
organized and what all of the numbers and letters mean.  On Thursday, 
they took a Chapter Test to show they understood the content and will 
begin a project when they return from Spring Break on the elements. 
 



 
 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th:  We’ve been busy this week with our final essay of the year, 
Writing About Reading.  Students will be learning how to intensify their 
engagement with reading by writing innovative, reflective companion books 
that explain, develop, and extend ideas about books they love. I feel this is 
a nice way to end our year of writing.  We have also been preparing for 
CAASP testing, which begins next week for the 7th graders.  We have 
been practice testing and having discussions about strategies that will 
assist them in succeeding in this arena. 
 
     8th:  We have been practicing on how to write quickly as well as 
powerfully (flash drafting). We have learned a lot over the year and now it is 
time to put our skills into this last essay of the year.  The format is a 
Compare and Contrast essay that will revolve around two different novels, 
focusing on similarities as well as differences, between the two.  They will 
write quickly by recalling what they know, assessing their resources, and 
making a plan to put their knowledge into action.  This type of writing will 
also help them in succeeding on their CAASP test, which are coming up 
this month. 
 
  
 
 
 
Social Studies 
I will be chaperoning the 8th grade camping trip on Monday - 
Wednesday. 
 

7th Grade:  This week we began our planning for our Unit Essay 
on Mesoamerica.  We created lists of facts on a double T-Chart 
and transferred those facts to a three circle Venn Diagram. 



We also completed our 2nd journal check.  Progress reports 
will be sent home on Monday, and if you have questions about 
your student’s grade in Social Studies, please check the Google 
Classroom for the list of assignments, and compare that to 
their History Journal. 
 
8th Grade :  This week, we created posters reflecting barriers to 
equality that have existed throughout the history of the United 
States.  We have also begun our studies about the Wild West, 
Cowboys, and the Intercontinental Railroad.  When students 
return from the camping trip, we will being on our final project: 
A 16 page information packet about a topic in U.S. History. 
Progress reports will be sent home on Monday, and if you have 
questions about your student’s grade in Social Studies, please 
check the Google Classroom for the list of assignments, and 
compare that to their History Journal. 

 
 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
You should be seeing a homework grading sheet for you to sign over the 
weekend. This is an effort to provide better real-time feedback, as well as to 
bring a greater sense of the importance of homework to the students. There 
is homework everyday, and their weekend assignment is to have parents 
sign and return the homework grading sheet. Please let me know if you 
have any questions about this.  
 
7th grade: 
 
7th graders put it serious focus during last week's MAP testing! This week 
we did warm-ups that cover some of the challenges that students found on 
the map test, such as mean,median,and mode. During class we focused on 
proportions with percents. 
 
8th grade: 
 



Eighth graders continued work with triangles, angles, and angle 
relationships, and were introduced to Pythagorean theorem by the end of 
the week.  


